
Jacob  Van Dusen. 

d P r i n y e r ' s  Cove, P r ince  Edward Co., Ont., 

September 2 6 ,  1893. 

Has been engaged i n  fishing 18 years .  

Fishes mainly o u t s i d e ,  about South Bay P t .  o r  

Po in t  Traverse ,  but i n  the  f a l l  f i shes  i n  the 

Bay of Quinte. F ishes  c h i e f l y  f o r  wh i t e f i sh ,  

and t o  a s l i g h t  e x t e n t  f o r  salmon t r o u t .  

/ 

Has not  no t i ced  much d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  

abundance of w h i t e f i s h  u n t i l  t h i s  yea-., when 

the  c a t c h  has  been p r e t t y  l i g h t .  H a s  f i shed  

i n  t h e  Bay o f  Quinte dur ing  the  p a s t  8 o r  1 0  

y e a r s ,  and l a s t  year (fall o f  1892) d i d  as w e l l  

as  ever .  

The Lake Ontar io  F i s h  Co. of Cape Vincent,  

49 N. Y., buys  all h i s  f i sh .  

Salmon t r o u t  fishing a t  the Main Ducks 

was b e t t e r  i n  1892 and 1891 t han  eve r  before .  

There were not so many f i s h i n g ,  bu t  those who 
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d i d  made l a r g e  catches.  

8 Thinks t h a t  the supply o f  whitef ish and 

salmon t r o u t  has been kept  up by a r t i f i c i a l  

hatching. 

Take a few black bass and pike i n  the gill 

n e t s ,  when f i s h i n g  i n  depths o f  8 t o  10 f e e t .  

They f i s h  in the bay of'f' P r inye r ' s  Cove in 

depths o f  8 t o  150 f e e t .  About the False 

Ducks whi te f i sh  are taken i n  depths o f  20 t o  

120 f e e t .  All o f  the above f i sh ing  i s  done 

w i t h  g i l l  ne t s .  

A t  t he  False  i c k s  t he  whitef ish come i n t o  

shoal water ,  on bars  with a stone bottom, i n  

June. They seem t o  get  t he re  a pecu l i a r  kind 

of  food,  which he s a i d  was a w o r m  about one 

inch long. H a s  seen them i n  these p laces  i n  

June wi th  near ly  r i p e  spawn, but has  never seen 
8 . the spawn running; from them there .  Has con- 

sidered that they spawned a t  t h a t  time because 

of the i r  coming i n t o  shoal  r a t e r .  

In the  Bay o f  Quinte t h e  whi te f i sh  spawn 
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in November. 
Q 

At the head of' the Ray of Quint8 they 

have hauled seines in November, in the past, 

for the capture of herring, but have a l s o  taken 

whitefish in large quantities. This was be- 

tween Deseronto and Trenton. Thinks that 

seines were so used last fall, and had heard 

that the fishery oversesr was paid to keep 

away at that time. Thinks that this prac.cice 

has done most harm to the whitefish, as they 

are taken during t h e  spawning season. 

According to what he has heard, fishing 

used to be better before he began f'ishing, than 

it has been since, bu, since he bagan there has 

been no special change in the abundance of  fi& 

Mr. Van Duzen attempted in the beginning 

@ t o  create the impression that there had been 

no decrease in fish, as though he feared in 

acknowledging such a decrease some restrictions 

would be placed upon his fishing. 
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Subsequently, however, when he got  onto 

d) the  subject of' the use o f  se ines  i n  the upper 

p a r t  of the Bay,  he ta lked  about the grea t  

decrease which had taken place in the abundance 

o f  whi te f i sh .  

Other fishermen who were present  a t  the  

same time s a i d  t o  u s  afterward t h a t ,  according 

t o  t h e i r  experience,  t he  f i shery  had decl ined 

g r e a t l y  dAaing recent  years.  They a l s o  agreed 

t h a t  the  se in ine  i n  the upper p a r t  o f  the bay 

had done much harm. I t  i s  car r ied  on during 

the  he ight  o f  the spawning season. The 

whi te f i sh  do not reach thc  extreme upper p a r t  

of the  bay u n t i l  t h a t  time i n  the f a l l ,  and 

cannot be taken the re  a t  any o ther  season. 

M r .  Van Duzen, when f i s h i n g  f rom Pr inye r ' s  

Cove, sometimes makes use  o f  o ld  g i l l  n e t s ,  no 

longer s t rong  enough t o  s e t  i n  deep water,  to 

s e t  them i n  shallow water c lose  i n  shore, for 

such coarse f i s h  as black bass, pike,  e t c .  

There is a good demand f o r  such f i s h  and the . 

@ 
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p r i c e  i s  sufficient to induce h i m  t o  engage in 

* the business occasionally. 



c 
P r i n y e r ' s  Cove, Pr ince  Edward C o . ,  Ont. 

September 26,  1893. 

---------- 

Notes taken 8t the  wharf below the  house 

of  h l r .  John  P r i n y e r ,  20 mi l e s  from Picton.  

Severa l  f ishermen have t h e i r  g i l l  ne t  r e e l s  

h e r e ,  l and  t h e i r  f i s h  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  and the  

tug  c a l l s  f o r  them here .  The f i s h  a r e  taken 

by the  Lake Ontar io  F i sh  CO. ,  o f  Cape Vincent,  

rJ. Y. 

The f i s h i n g  w i t h  g i l l  n e t s  a t  t h i s  p l ace  

is c a r r i e d  on d i r e c t l y  off the  mouth of 

P r i n y e r ' s  Cove, not  f a r  from shore ,  but i n  

depths  # '  about 150 f e e t ,  mud bottom. 
CLutU-ne 

h 

One ne t  had just landed 14 and another  36 

w h i t e f i s h ,  as t h e  r e s u l t  of  the prev ious  night's 

f i s h i n g .  The l a t t e r  ca t ch  a l s o  contained one 

good sized p i k e -  and 4 medium small-mouth black 

baas. I have found no l a r g e  mouths among the 

few black bass I have examined so far. 
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The l a r g e s t  wh i t e f i sh  weighed about 2 

pounds. The wh i t e f i sh  had g i l l e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  

p l a c e s ,  dependent upon t h e i r  s i z e ;  some j u s t  

back o f  head, and some w a y  back b y  the  ana l  

f i n ,  be in r  only just he ld  by t h i s  f i n .  One 

was small enough t o  have gone through t h e  mesh, 

but t h e  t r i n e  had been around t h e  body i n  sev- 

& 

e ra l  p l a c e s  from head t o  t a i l .  He had 

e v i d e n t l y  turned'and tw i s t ed  s e v e r a l  t imes 

a f t e r  f irst  g e t t i n c  i n t o  the n e t ,  and had thus  

f a s t ened  himself  i n  s e v e r a l  meshes. 

The mesh o f  the g i l l  n e t s  i n  use  he re  

measure 4 1/2 inches ,  extension.  The n e t s ,  

a r e  12  meshes deep, and, t he re fo re ,  s l i g h t l y  

more than 4 f e e t  deep when s t r e t ched .  The 

webbing is bought by t he  pound, and i s  f i t t e d  

by t h e  fishermen. I t  c o n s i s t s  of' Scotch l i n e n  

4t The f l o a t  and l e a d  l i n e  a r e  o f  co t ton  twine. 

The floats a r e  o f  wood, and the  sinkers s m a l l  

c y l i n d e r s  of l ead .  

They%&e eels, ".shadw (alewives)  and Young 
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w h i t e f i s h  occas iona l ly ,  b y  t h e i r  r e t t i n g  a 

th read  of t he  mesh i n  t h e i r  mouths, and 
(t 

becaning t h u s  entangled i n  the ne t .  

The average s i z e  of the wh i t e f i sh  taken  

i n  these  g i l l  n e t s  was said t o  be about 2 

pounds, ( n o t  d r e s s e d ) .  A w h i t e f i s h  weighing 

1 1/2 pounds w i l l  go through the mesh. May 

sometimes be caught o r  h e l d ,  however, by the 

back f i n s .  R a r e l y  may ge t  one weighing 4 o r  

5 pounds. 

E 



Robert Mi l l e r ,  Cape Busy. 

Outer or l ake  shore o f  Prince Edward Co., Ont. 

September 26, 1893. 

This place i s  on the opposite s ide  of  t h e  

p o i n t ,  and about 4 miles  f r o m  P r inye r ' s  Cove; 

t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  Waupoose Island. There i s  a 

good landing here ,  and a l a rge  d isp lay  o f  g i l l  

n e t s ,  wound upon r e e l s .  Some o thers  f i s h  f rom 

t h i s  p lace ,  hut we saw only blr. Miller .  He i s  

a farmer and has a l a rge  place here.  Has 

f i s h e d  for only a f e w  years ,  but can speak f o r  

t h e  f i she ry  o f  t he  region during the  pas t  30 

years .  He has  always belonged here.  He i s  a 

very i n t e l l i g e n t  man. 

No se in ing  has ever been uar r ied  0'1 i n  

t h i s  imnediate region,  as t he  beaches are  not 

s u i t e d  f o r  i t ,  and the fish do not come i n  near 

enough t o  the  shore. 

Whitefish are not near ly  90 abundant now 
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as they used t o  be. 

Many claim that the  appearance of' the 

so-cal led 'shad' has  proQed a detriment t o  the 

w h i t  e f  i sh. 

v 
rc 

As long as 30 years  ago g i l l  n e t s ,  and 

g i l l  n e t s  only,  were used i n  t h i s  r ec ion  for 

t ak ing  wh i t e f i sh  and salmon trout. For the  

former spec ies  used then 4 1/2 inch mesh, and 

f o r  t he  latter 6 inch mesh (ex tens ion) .  

Whitefish were taken then on the  same 

grounds as now, namely, between Waupoose 

I s l and  and the  center  of t h e  upper gap (west 

of Amherst I s l a n d ) ,  and i n  depths of 10 to 90 

f e e t .  

They begin fishing i n  March as soon as  

t he  i c e  goes out ,  i n  depth of about 60 f e e t .  

The fishing ha8 always been continued through 

the entire year, u n t i l  t h e  i a e  formed again, 

u t 1 1  the 01080 season began to be enforced. 

h i t e f i e h  are most abundant from July 1 t o  

September 1, and that ha8 a l w a y s  been t h e  bes t  
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season. 

There wa8 no market f o r  f ish i n  those 

e a r l y  days,  and the men j u s t  f ished enough t o  

make a l i v i n g  out o f  i t .  

They r s e d  less net  then than now, and 

t h e i r  n e t s  were made 01’ coarser  twine. 

One whi te f i sh  ne t  now weighs from 15 t o  

20 pounds, according t o  the s i z e  of the twine. 

One p.ound of  f i n e  twine w i l l  make 18 t o  20 r o d s  

o f  net .  

Only fished a t  i n t e r v a l s  i n  the  e a r l y  

days, and mostly i n  the f a l l ,  when the f i s h  

could mostmadily be s a l t e d  down and kept.  

Did not then f i s h  i n  the winter. 

Now the majori ty  f i s h  a l s o  i n  the  winter 

i n  t h e  Bay of Quint&,  although M r .  Mi l le r  does 

not.  He f i s h e s  only from March t o  November, 

ai.noe the l a t t e r  month was made a c lose  season. 

They cannot f i s h  in . the winter on the  ou te r  

lake ehore. 

The whitef ish t h e y  are taking now a r e  not 
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o f  the same kind they took o r i g i n a l l y ,  and he 

considers  them t o  be the r e s u l t  of' a r t i f i c i a l  

plant ing.  

Twenty years  apo f i s h i n g  was s t i l l  good, 

but not as good as i t  had been before.  

Durinl; a per iod of 7 years ,  terminating 

5 o r  6 years ago, the quant i ty  o f  f i s h  was so 

small t h a t  it was no t  worth while t o  engage i n  

f i sh ing .  About  8 years  ago was the  time of 

t h e  poorest  f i sh ing .  About 3 years  l a t e r  

they came back i n  l a r g e r  numbers, and he r e -  

gards  t h a t  as t h e  r e s u l t  of p lan t ing  f r y .  

Thinks the decrease liad been due t o  the 

appearance of the "shad" and perhaps t o  o ther  

spec ie s ,  rhich.may have been introduced. 

b i n e ;  the pas t  5 years  t he re  has  been 

good fishing up to t h i 8  year. Two years  ago 

the  sumner f i s h i n g  was espec ia l ly  f ine .  

There are several  kinds of f i s h e s  i n  the 

lake now whiuh did not u a e  t o  be there  o r ig in -  

ally. Among these  a re  the  a b l o a t s a  and "blue 

backs . .  
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O l d  fash ioned  w h i t e f i s h  averared  about 

1 3/4 pounds each i n  weight. 

l a r g e r  t h i s  y e a r ,  t h e  average beinp about 2 

pounds. Two y e a r s  ago they averaped about 

1 1/2 pounds each. These weights  a r e  f o r  the  

d re s sed  f i sh .  A l l  the  wh i t e f i sh  brought 

They have been 

i n  h e r e  a r e  dressed.  

Some of t he  o u t s i d e  f ishermen f i s h  i n  t h e  

Bay of Quin t& i n  the win ter ,  us inp  t h e  same 

apy l i ances .  They a r e  s e t  under t h e  i c e .  

Each k ind  of' f i s h i n g  ne t  i s  l i c e n s e d  

s e p a r a t e l y .  

Pound n e t s  a r e  not allowed i n  t h i s  r e f i o n .  

Hoop nets  are not  employed along t he  lake 

shore i n  t h i s  p lace .  

Salmon t r o u t  used t o  come onto  the s h o a l s  

from October 10 t o  November 15. Not many 

could be obta ined  before  o r  a f t e r  those d a t e s .  

Qi11 n e t s  having a 6 inch mesh were used 

t o  cap tu re  them. They f i s h e d  them on the same 
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ground as they f i shed  f o r  whi te f i sh ,  but t he re  

a re  no whitef ish i n  those p laces  now. 

There i s  no salmon . t r o u t  f i she ry  i n  t h i s  

d i s t r i c t  now, as the  species  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t -  

l y  abundant. T.he f i she ry  has  been a f a i l u r e  

f o r  about 20 years.  A fisherman mipht  get  

enough f o r  h i s  own use ,  but, no more. 

Thinks t h a t  t he  f a i l u r e  of  the in s ide  

salmon t r o u t  f i s h e r y  may be p a r t l y  due t o  so 

much summer f i a h i q  f o r  t ha t  species  i n  the 

outer  waters.  It was not  ca r r i ed  on o r i g i n -  

a l l y ,  but was inaugurated over 20 years  ago. 

This f i s h  has not come i n t o  shallow water 

s ince  t h a t  t i m e ,  and the f i shery  played o u t  

r ap id ly  . 
A f e w  salmon t r o u t  come i n  durinrr the 

c l o s e  season (November), bu t  they cannot f i s h  

f o r  them then. Last year (1892) Mr. Mil le r  

caught about 100 pound8 of t hese  t r o u t .  

The summer f i shery  for salmon trout has 

been about the Main Ducks, and o f f  Salmon Pt., 
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where i t  i s  s t i l l  c a r r i e d  OR. V e r y  many were 

caught t h e r e  last sunmer (1892)  and a year  q o  

l a s t  surmer. 

Perch and black bass occur  on hard bottom. 

They use  smal le r  mesh c i l l  n e t s  during A u q ~ i s t ,  

September and October f o r  perch ,  bass ,  pickerel ,  

b lue p i k e ,  sucke r s ,  e t c . ,  and f i s h  them inshore  

i n  depths  01’ 10  t o  30 f e e t .  

A vary ing  number o f  men come i n t o  t h i s  

cove ( a t  M i l l e r ’ s )  to f i s h  during the  s u m e r .  

There have been 6 o r  7 l a r p e  boa t s  and s e v e r a l  

smal le r  ones he re  a t  a t ime. The l a r g e r  c a r r y  

2 ,  the s n a l l e r  1 man each. 

Whi te f i sh  do not spawn on t h i s  p a r t  of’ the  

l a k e  shore now. They used t o  come r i p h t  i n  

shore he re  i n  abundance f o r  that purpose.  

M r .  b l i l l e r  c la ims  t h a t  t he  ixh i te f i sh  they &:et 

now belongs elsewhere.  I t  i s  a mud bottom 

spawner, and does not come onto the hard white 

bottoms t o  spawn. They can be cau rh t  on mud 

during t h e  spawning season now, but not on hard  

bottom. 
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The f r y  p lan ted  i n  Lake Ontario came f r o m  

Lake Er ie  eggs. 

Thinks it would n o t  be poss ib le  t o  get 

spawning whi te f i sh  here  now i n  s u f f i c i e n t  

quan t i ty  f o r  hatchinf  purposes. 

The whi te f i sh  used t o  spawn about here  i n  

depths of 10 t o  30 f e e t ,  and they used t o  catch 

them i n  r i p e  spawning condition. There is a 

sand b a r  o f f  t h i s  place on which  they used t o  

spawn. They spawned during the e n t i r e  month 

of' November and ch ie f ly  within t h a t  month. 

Cleared out from the bars  as soon a s  they were 

through spawning. Then went on t o  mud i n  

deeper water. 

Salmon t r o u t  spawned on the same ground 

as  t he  whi te f i sh ,  but t he  hef t  of' the  spawning 

took place  between October 15 and November 15. 

A f e w  spawned before and a f t e r .  The close 

88aSOn now enforced is  t o o  la te  to pro tec t  them 

Never oaught more than an occasional  

'salmon t rou t  af ter  November 15. The f i s h  then 
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went o u t s i d e  of the  l i m i t s  of' t h e i r  f i s h e r y .  

e A t  tha t  time they were not  i n  the  h a b i t  of' 

f i s h i n g  more than 2 miles from shore. ?Jow 

they f i s h  out 4 and 5 m i l e s ,  and f a r t h e r .  

The salmon t r o u t  were 1:iostly pone before  

the  w h i t e f i s h  came i n  abundantly t o  t h e s e  

spawning grounds. A few salmon t r o u t  only 

came i n  t o  spawn i n  t h e s e  same p laces .  

The wh i t e f i sh  f eed  on l i t t l e  worms, ebout 

1/2 i nch  long, which l i v e  on the  weeds. This 

i s  p r i n c i p a l l y  dur ing  J u l y  and Aups t  (These 

so -ca l l ed  worms may have been Amphipods o r  

l eeches .  See obse rva t ions  made a t  Po r t  Hope, 

Ont. ). I n  the spr ing they feed on s n a i l s  and 

all s o r t s  of' s tuff .  Never saw younc f i s h  o r  

eggs in t he i r  stomachs. 

B l o a t s  were f i rs t  taken  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  

about 4 y e a r s  agoI 
e 

(I  examined two specimens caught by 

Miller t h i s  morning. 

over 12 inches  lone .  

They measured a t r i f l e  

The lower jaw p r o j e c t s ,  
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while  i t  i s  s h o r t e s t  in the  wh i t e f i sh .  The 

c o n f i g u r a t i o n  of the  head i s  d i f f e r e n t  i n  

t h e s e  t w o  spec ies .  The body o f  the bloat i s  

more symmetrical t han  tha t  ot'  the w h i t e f i s h ,  

but very  much l i k e  i t ;  t h e  fins are the same 

and p laced  about t h e  same. The s c a l e s  a re  

somewhat smaller i n  the  former. The b e l l y  

s t i c k s  out prominent ly ,  perhaps cause of' name). 

(They opened about 2 dozen w h i t e f i s h ,  

a 

n e a r l y  a l l  of which were females.  The spawn 

was i n  a l l  cond i t ions ,  from very immature t o  

a 

n e a r l y  ripe. The stomach i s  provided w i t h  a 

pizzard, somewhat l i k e  the menhaden. We found 

only a l i t t l e  food. I t  cons i s t ed  mostly 01' 

small c rus t aceans ,  mph ipods ,  some =,al l  bi- 

valve she l l s ,  and apparent ly  some vege tab le  

matter. A q u a n t i t y  of  the stomach c o n t e n t s  

was preserved by Prof .  P r i n c e ) .  

(The herring, of which t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  

specimens, were s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  than the white- 

fish, w i t h  lower jaw projecting. They were 
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c a l l e d  b lue  b a c k s  ) . 
@ M r .  M i l l e r  says t h a t  the  c i s c o  will grow 

t o  about the s i z e  of' the b l o a t s ,  but a r e  !%ore 

s l ende r .  

The black bass w i l l  fo l low a n e t  l e a d e r ,  

and hoop n e t s  sometimes take  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s .  

They  a l s o  mesh q u i t e  r e a d i l y ,  a 4 inch ( e x t . )  

mesh b e i n r  about r i g h t  f o r  them, but t h e r e  a r e  

not  many blark bass  out  i n  the  l a k e  where he 

f i s h e s .  

The b l o a t s  a r e  d r y  i n  f l e s h .  They a r e  

marketed where t h e  people do n o t  know much 

about whitefish. They have been sold as 

h e r r i n g  t h i s  year .  The Cape Vincent Co. 

purchases  them now i n  cons ide ra t ion  of' t h e  

s c a r c i t y  of wh i t e f i sh .  

Never saw the so -ca l l ed  *shadw i n  win ter .  
9 

They die mostly i n  June .  They a t t a i n  a much 

l a r g e r  s i z e  than those  oomnonly seen dead. 

Does not  know where they winter .  They have 

been he re  only a few years. Thinks they were 



12 

in t roduced  by Seth  Green. 

le Three genuine shad were caught he re  l a s t  

year ,  and 2 t h e  year before ,  Had never seen 

them before .  

Had heard  a man say t h a t  he had taken s e a  

salnion up by  Cobourc, but  t h a t  was before  !?r. 

M i l l e r ' s  time. H e  has never see  any. 

The l i n g  used t o  be abundant, b;lc a r e  

becoxnine sca rce .  Has taken o n l y  2 spec ihens  

t h i s  sunnier. 

The w h i t e f i s h  a r e  s e n t  f'rom t h i s  reg ion  t o  

Cape Vincent.  The coarse  f'ish a re  sen t  from 

Waupoose I s l a n d  t o  Oswego. A tug comes f o r  

them. They a r e  t a k i n g  and marketinp more 

coa r se  f'ish now, s ince  w h i t e f i s h  a r e  becoming 

less abundant. 

Suckers a r e  very abundant i n  t h i s  r eg ion ,  
a 

and large q u a n t i t i e s  are  taken i n  t h e  n e t s .  

They are a nuisance when f'ishinp for w h i t e f i s h ,  

and they do much damage t o  the n e t s .  

The s m a l l e s t  e e l  he  has seen measured 
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about 10 inches long,  and was about as biC: 

48 around as one ' s  little f i n c e r .  


